Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.061; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.5.
In the title compound, [Sr 2 (C 8 H 6 O 8 )(H 2 O) 4 )] n , the Sr II ion is coordinated by six O atoms of four symmetry-related ligands and two water molecules in a distorted bicapped trigonalprismatic environment. The butane-1,2,3,4-tetracarboxylate ligands lie on inversion centers and bridge Sr II ions, forming a three-dimensional network. Within the three-dimensional structure, there are O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds involving the water molecules and carboxylate O atoms.
Related literature
For general background to coordination polymers, see: Jiang & Xu (2011) ; Kam et al. (2007) ; Kitagawa et al. (2004) ; Liu et al. (2009) . For related structures, see: Ma & Yan (2009) ; Wu (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2010); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2010); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2010) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008). 
Comment
Multicarboxylate ligands, are widely used to construct coordination polymers with interesting properties (Kam, et al., 2007; Liu, et al., 2009 , Kitagawa et al., 2004 Jiang & Xu, 2011) . The butane-1,2,3,4-tetracarboxylato ligand has already been reported in crystal structures (Ma & Yan, 2009; Wu, 2009) . In our continuing investigations on metal coordination polymers we report here the structure of a new Sr coordination polymer based on butane-1,2,3,4-tetracarboxylatic acid.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound consists of one strontium, one half carboxylate ligand and two coordinated water molecules (Fig. 1 ). The stronium is eight coordinated by six O atoms of four symmetry related ligands and two water molecules. The Sr-O distances range from 2.5491 (18) to 2.688 (2) Å. The ligands bridge the neighboring Sr II centers forming a three-dimensional framework structure (Fig. 2) . The hydrogen bonds involving the water molecules and the carboxylate O atoms further stabilize the three dimensional structure.
Experimental
Solvothermal reactions were carriedout at 363 K for 2 d in a Teflon-lined acid digestion bomb with an internal volume of 23 ml followed by slow cooling at 6 K/h to room temperature. A single-phase product consisting of colorless crystals of was obtained from a mixture of butane-1,2,3,4-tetracarboxylatic acid (C 8 H 10 O 8 , 0.0468 g, 0.2 mmol), Sr(NO 3 ) 2 (0.0847 g, 0.4 mmol), and ethanol(5.0 ml) and H 2 O (1.0 ml).
Refinement
H atoms were constrained to ideal geometries, with C-H = 0.96-0.98 Å, O-H = 0.85-0.88Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C);U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). 
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
